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8. REPORTS BY THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

 

8.1 ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY EXECUTIVE MAYOR 
 

Collaborator No:   
IDP KPA Ref No:  Good governance and compliance 
Meeting Date:  Special Council: 5 August 2026 
 

1. SUBJECT: ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY EXECUTIVE MAYOR 

2. PURPOSE 

 To elect a Deputy Executive Mayor following the resignation of Councillor  
Mynard Slabbert on 30 May 2026. 

3. DELEGATED AUTHORITY 

 Council. 

4. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 Cllr Mynard Slabbert resigned as Deputy Executive Mayor with effect from 30 May 2026 
creating a vacancy in that office. Attached as APPENDIX 1 is the confirmation of the 
Deputy Executive Mayor’s resignation from office, as received from the Office of the 
Speaker.  

 In order to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Local Government: Municipal 
Structures Act, 1998 (Act 117 of 1998), Council is required to elect a new Deputy 
Executive Mayor to fill the vacancy. In terms of section 55(1)(c) of the Municipal 
Structures Act, 117 of 1998, read with section 60(2) thereof, the position of Deputy 
Executive Mayor may be filled at any time by election among the members of the 
Council. The procedures set out in Schedule 3 of the Municipal Structures Act apply to 
the election. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

 that Council elects a Deputy Executive Mayor in accordance with the procedures set 
out in Schedule 3 of the Local Government: Municipal Structures Act, 1998 (Act 117 of 
1998) (supra). 

6. DISCUSSION / CONTENT 

6.1  Background 

  Council elected Cllr Mynard Slabbert as the Deputy Executive Mayor on  
29 November 2024. Cllr Slabbert subsequently resigned as Deputy Executive Mayor 
with effect from 30 May 2026. 

 The office of the Deputy Executive Mayor is therefore currently vacant, and Council is 
required to elect a new Deputy Executive Mayor in accordance with the provisions of 
the Local Government: Municipal Structures Act, 1998 (Act 117 of 1998). 

6.2 Discussion 

  In terms of Section 55(1)(c) of the Municipal Structures Act, if a Municipal Council 
chooses to have an Executive Mayor, it must elect an Executive Mayor and, if the MEC 
for Local Government in the province so approves, also a Deputy Executive Mayor, 
from among its members at a meeting that must be held within 14 days after the 
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Council's election, or within 14 days after the date with effect from which the type of 
the municipality has been changed. 

Attached as APPENDIX 3 is the Provincial Gazette: no. 7460, dated 31 July 2015, 
confirming the designation of the above as full-time councillors. 

Section 60(2) of the Municipal Structures Act, 117 of 1998, states that “the mayoral 
committee must consist of the deputy executive mayor (if any) and as many councillors 
as may be necessary for effective and efficient government, provided that no more 
than 20 per cent of the councillors or 10 councillors, whichever is the least, are 
appointed.”   

By virtue of section 60(2) of the Municipal Structures Act, a Deputy Executive Mayor 
must form part of the mayoral committee, if one is elected. Therefore, based on this 
legal provision, read with Item 9(b) of the Establishment Notice of Stellenbosch 
Municipality, the Deputy Executive Mayor of Stellenbosch Municipality is a full-time 
councillor as he/she is a member of the mayoral committee. 

In terms of Section 4 of the Section 16 Amendment Notice, Stellenbosch Municipality 
is authorised to elect a Deputy Executive Mayor. 

The procedures set out in Schedule 3 of the Municipal Structures Act apply to the 
election of a Deputy Executive Mayor. 

The election takes place through secret ballot after nominations was called for.  

6.2.1 Election Procedure in terms of Schedule 3 

Election of municipal office-bearers 

Application 

1. The procedure set out in this Schedule applies whenever a municipal Council 
meets to elect a Speaker, an Executive Mayor and Deputy Executive Mayor, a 
Mayor or Deputy Mayor. 

Nominations 

2. The person presiding at a meeting to which this Schedule applies must call for 
nominations of candidates at the meeting.  

Formal requirements 

3. (1) A nomination must be made on the form determined by the Municipal   
Manager. 

(2) The form on which a nomination is made must be signed by two members 
of the Municipal Council. 

(3) A person who is nominated must indicate acceptance of the nomination 
by signing either the nomination form or any other form of written 
confirmation. 

 
Announcement of names of Candidates  
 
4. At a meeting to which this Schedule applies, the person presiding must 

announce the names of all duly nominated candidates but may not permit any 
debate. 

 
 

Page 5



4 
 

AGENDA  SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING              2026-08-05 
 OF STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY 
   
 

 

Single Candidate 
 
5. If only one candidate is duly nominated, the presiding officer must declare that 

candidate elected.  

Election procedure  
 
6. If more than one (1) candidate is nominated:  

(a) the election must be conducted at the meeting by secret ballot;  

(b) each Councillor present at the meeting is entitled cast one vote; and  
(c) the person presiding must declare the candidate who receives a majority 

of the votes. 
 

Elimination Procedure 
 
7. (1) If no candidate receives a majority of the votes, the candidate with the lowest 

number of votes must be eliminated and a further vote taken on the remaining 
candidates in accordance with Item 6. This procedure must be repeated until 
one candidate obtains a majority of the votes. 

 
(2) When applying subitem (1), if two (2) or more candidates each have the lowest 

number of votes, a separate vote must be taken on those candidates and 
repeated as often as may be necessary to determine which candidate is to be 
eliminated. 
  

Further Meetings 

8. (1) If only two candidates are nominated, or if only two candidates remain 
after an elimination procedure has been applied, and those two candidates 
receive the same number of votes, a further meeting must be held within seven 
days at a time determined by the person presiding. 

 (2) If a further meeting is held in terms of subitem (1), the procedure  
 prescribed in this Schedule must be applied at that meeting as if it were 
the first meeting for the election in question. 

 (3) If at the further meeting held in terms of subitem (1) only two candidates 
are nominated, or if only two candidates remain after an elimination procedure 
has been applied, and those two candidates receive the same number of votes, 
the person presiding at such meeting must determine by lot who of the two 
candidates will hold the office for which the election has taken place.’’ 

In terms of Item 3(1) of Schedule 3, a nomination must be on form determined by the 
Municipal Manager. A pro-forma form for the nomination of a Deputy Executive Mayor 
is attached as APPENDIX 2. Ballot papers will be available at the meeting. 
 

6.3 Financial implications 

The upper limits for Councillors are determined though a publication in the provincial 
gazette and budgeted by Council. The current approved budget cover the 
remuneration of the Deputy Executive Mayor who is also a full-time councillor. 

6.4 Legal Implications 

The recommendations in this report comply with Council’s policies and all applicable 
legislation.  
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6.5 Staff Implications 

The Personal Assistant is linked to the Deputy Executive Mayor’s term of office. 

6.6 Previous / Relevant Council Resolutions 

 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING: 2024-11-29: ITEM 7.1.2  

The Speaker called for nominations for the office of Deputy Executive Mayor. Only  
one (1), duly signed nomination was received for Cllr M Slabbert.  

Schedule 3 of the Municipal Structures Act, (the Election of municipal  
office-bearers) reads as follows:  

Single candidate:  

5. If only one candidate is nominated, the person presiding must declare that 
candidate elected.  

RESOLVED (nem con)  

The Speaker then DECLARED  

Councillor M Slabbert as duly elected Deputy Executive Mayor of Stellenbosch 
Municipality.  

The Speaker congratulated Councillor M Slabbert on his election as Deputy Executive 
Mayor. 

 

ANNEXURES 

Appendix 1:   Confirmation of Resignation of the Deputy Executive Mayor from the  
 Speaker’s desk 

Appendix 2:   Nomination form of a Deputy Executive Mayor 

Appendix 3:  Provincial Gazette: no. 7460, dated 31 July 2015, confirming the 
 designation of Stellenbosch Municipality’s full-time councillors 

 

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 

NAME Geraldine Mettler 
POSITION Municipal Manager 
DIRECTORATE Office of the Municipal Manager 
CONTACT NUMBERS 021 808 8025 
E-MAIL ADDRESS municipal.manager@stellenbosch.gov.za 
REPORT DATE 30 July 2026 
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NOMINATION FORM: 

ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY EXECUTIVE MAYOR 
We, the undersigned, hereby nominate the following person: 

FULL NAME OF NOMINEE:  …………………………………………………………….. 

Signed at Stellenbosch this ……….. day of ………………………………………2026. 

Name of Mover 

Nominator 1: Name: ………………………………………………………….. 

Signature: ………………………………………………………….. 

Seconder: Name: ………………………………………………………….. 

Signature: …………………………………………………………….. 

I, ……………………….……..……….(full name) ………………………………….(ID number) 

the undersigned, hereby accept the nomination / do not accept the nomination* 

Signed at Stellenbosch this ……… day of ……………………………………………….2026. 

…………………………………. 

SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 

*delete the part that is not applicable

In terms of Section 3(1) of Schedule 3 of the Structures Act
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9. URGENT MATTERS SUBMITTED BY THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

NONE 

10. MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED IN‒COMMITTEE 

NONE

THE AGENDA HAS BEEN DISCUSSED WITH THE SPEAKER, 
CLLR Q SMIT AND HE AGREES WITH THE CONTENT. 

MINUTES.SPECIAL COUNCIL.2026-08-05/TS
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