
AGENDA MAYORAL COMMITTEE MEETING 2025-05-21 

9. URGENT MATTERS 

9.1 INVITATION FROM THE STRONG CITIES NETWORK TO ATTEND A WORKSHOP 
IN DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA 

Collaborator No: 786073 
IDP KPA Ref No: Good governance and compliance 
Meeting Date: 21 May 2025 

1. SUBJECT:INVITATION FROM THE STRONG CITIES NETWORK TO ATTEND A
WORKSHOP IN DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA

2. PURPOSE

To request Council approval for the travelling arrangements for staff as part of the
ongoing relations as a member of the Strong Cities Network to attend the workshop from
11-12 June 2025 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

3. DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Council.

4. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Stellenbosch Municipality was accepted as a Strong Cities Network member on 25 July
2023. Since then, knowledge-sharing engagements took place whereby information was
shared with partnering cities on various crime prevention initiatives. An engagement was
held in Cape Town in December 2023 where much interest was shown in Stellenbosch’s
Neighbourhood Watch support programs and safety initiatives, particularly the safety
monitors (eyes and ears) project.

An invitation was received from the Mayor of Nansana Municipality, Ms Regina Bakitte,
via the Strong Cities Network platform. Mr Gary Boshoff, Mr Charl Kitching and Ms Joan
Felix were invited to provide input, training, sharing of policies, implementation plans,
support plans etc. of safety initiatives, especially those related to the establishment of
Neighbourhood Watches and similar safety projects. Stellenbosch Municipality was
identified as a leader in the design, development and implementation of local safety
projects with Neighbourhood Watches as the main pillar of such programs and projects.
The municipality has therefore been invited to share its knowledge and expertise with
the other partner cities of the Strong Cities Network.

To date, training have been conducted with follow up sessions which have been
successfully conducted in Uganda. The focus of the upcoming workshop will be to
address Hate, Extremism, Trafficking and Other Threats to Safety and Security.

The travel arrangements of the two employees must be approved by Council as it
involves travelling outside the borders of RSA. In view of Council’s approval of the
continued involvement and as Council is only responsible for daily allowances the
approval is recommended.
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

(a) that Council approves the travelling arrangements for Mr. Gary Boshoff and Mrs. 
Joan Felix for the workshop of 11- 12 June 2025 in, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; 
 

(b) that Council approves any further engagements which include international travel 
associated with Strong Cities Network and Stellenbosch Municipality; and 

(c)  that Council approves the daily allowances for attendees as and when travelling 
occurs. 

 
6. DISCUSSION  

6.1 Background  

 An invitation was sent to Stellenbosch Municipality based on previous engagements with 
various Strong City Network partners. During the engagements Stellenbosch 
Municipality highlighted one of its key projects, namely supporting various Neighborhood 
Watches within the municipal boundary. Based on the information shared, other strong 
city partners/municipalities showed a keen interest in adopting similar community-
centered strategies to position safety matters as priority goals in their respective 
communities. Nansana Municipality (Uganda) then extended a formal invitation to 
Stellenbosch Municipality to come to Nansana Municipality to train local councilors and 
officials on the implementation of neighborhood watches as a community-based crime 
prevention strategy. Strong Cities have requested Stellenbosch municipalities to 
continue and train other local municipalities on crime prevention initiatives.  

6.2     Discussion 

Stellenbosch municipality is seen as a forerunner in crime prevention initiatives and as 
a working group member of Strong cities, have been invited to attend the East and 
Southern Africa Regional Hub workshop. The workshop will focus on information sharing 
in addressing Hate, Extremism, Trafficking and other threats to Safety and Security. The 
workshop will take place form 11-12 June 2025 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

6.3     Financial Implications 

No financial implications for the municipality in relation to travelling and accommodation 
as these expenses are covered by the Stronger Cities Network. Only daily allowances 
are to be covered as per the approved policy by Stellenbosch municipality.  

6.4 Legal Implications 
 
Cost Containment policy 2024/2025 refers: 

International Travel 

9.2 International travel for any official or political office bearer can only be approved by 
the municipal council in a council meeting open to the public with a supporting vote of 
the majority of the members of the municipal council present. 

9.3 The report to council for approval of international travel must include: 
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9.3.1 A motivation why the international travel is seen as critical and fully setting out the 
anticipated benefit that the municipality will derive from attending the event, meeting or 
function; 

9.3.2 If international travel to the destination or event was previously undertaken, state 
what benefits if any derived from the previous attendance; 

9.3.3 The full cost of the international travel including travel allowances to be paid; and 

9.3.4 The proposed officials and political office bearers, not exceeding three, to travel 
and why they have been identified. 

6.5 Staff Implications 

The two employees will be absent for the duration of the visit.  

6.6 Previous / Relevant Council Resolutions 

Approval granted to Director Gary Boshoff, Mr. Charl Kitching (Senior Manager) and Ms. 
Joan Felix (Manager) to attend and facilitate the Neighbourhood Watch training project 
in Nansana Municipality, Uganda which is part of the Strong cities network. (approved 
by council dated: 25/04/2024) 

 

6.7 Risk Implications  

        Addressed in the item content. 

6.8    Comments from Senior Management: 

6.8.1 Municipal Manager 

Supports the recommendations 

ANNEXURES 
 
Invitation letter to Dir Boshoff and Mrs Felix to attend Dar es Salaam from 11-12 June 2025. 

 
NAME Gary Boshoff 
POSITION Director 
DIRECTORATE Community and Protection Services 
CONTACT NUMBERS 021- 808 8437 
E-MAIL ADDRESS Gary.boshoff@stellenbosch.gov.za 
REPORT DATE 19 May 2025 

24THCOUNCIL MEETING: 2024-07-30: ITEM 10.1.1 

RESOLVED (majority vote with 1 abstention) 

(a) that Council notes the feedback report; 

(b) that Council supports the continued engagement between Nansana Municipality and 
Stellenbosch Municipality to advance community safety initiatives in both 
municipalities; and 

 
(c) that Council supports the possible signing of a twinning agreement between Nansana 

Municipality and Stellenbosch Municipality in relation to Community Safety. 
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