
AGENDA 14TH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 2023-05-24 
OF STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY 

11.8.2 APPROVAL OF THE FINAL DRAFT STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY 
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING & SIGNAGE BY-LAW 

Collaborator No: 749467 
IDP KPA Ref No: Good Governance  
Meeting Date: 17 May 2023 and 24 May 2023 

1. SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF THE FINAL DRAFT STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING & SIGNAGE BY-LAW

2. PURPOSE

To provide Council with the pertinent facts in order to approve and adopt the Final Draft
Stellenbosch Municipality Outdoor Advertising and Signage By-law.

3. DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Council

4. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of the subject by-law is to control, manage and regulate outdoor
advertising and signage, and to provide mechanisms and guidelines for the control,
regulating and management thereof, including matters connected therewith.

The subject by-law was undergoing two (2) rounds of public participation, with the first
round soliciting numerous comments, which was subsequently addressed and the
second round only solicited comments from the Stellenbosch Interest Group (“SIG”).

The comment submitted by SIG was further debated in several workshop in order to
finalise the draft by-law, which is serving before Council for adoption and promulgation.
The request also involves the approval of the relevant delegations in respect of the
by-law, as well as the approval of the fine structure to be submitted to the court for final
approval.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

(a) that Council approves the Final Draft Stellenbosch Municipality Outdoor
Advertising and Signage, attached as APPENDIX 1, in terms of Section 13 of
the Municipal Systems Act, Act 32 of 2000;

(b) that Council approves the submission of the Admission of Guilt Fines, attached
as APPENDIX 2 for submission to the relevant court for endorsement;

(c) that Council approves the amendment of the System of Delegations in respect
of the said by-law, attached as APPENDIX 3 to this report; and

(d) that Council authorises the Department: Development Planning in
consultation with the Legal Services to promulgate the said by-law in the
Provincial Gazette.

6. DISCUSSION / CONTENTS

6.1 Background & Discussion

At the 24th Council Meeting dated 06 May 2010, Council resolved that the Draft Outdoor 
Advertising Signage By-law, be approved and be promulgated in the Provincial 
Gazette. The Department has investigated and confirmed that the by-law approved in 
2010 was not promulgated, and therefore this by-law was used as a guideline to 
control, manage and enforce signage matters within the Stellenbosch Municipality. 

Page 1



AGENDA 14TH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 2023-05-24 
 OF STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY 
 
 
 

The Directorate: Infrastructure Services commenced with a process to draft an updated 
outdoor signage by-law, as there were areas which falls within the functional mandate 
of the said directorate related to signage, specifically when such signage was located 
within the road reserve, which include sidewalks and that impacts the Road Safety Act.  

Council therefore on 31 October 2018 approved that the draft by-law underwent a 
public participation process (“PPP”).  A number of comments were received during this, 
which involved round table discussions and debates, and these comments were 
included, to the extend it was relevant to the objectives of the by-law. A second round 
of public comment was requested and approved by Council on 28 April 2021, and the 
2nd draft by-law was published for comment from 14 May 2021 until 14 June 2021, copy 
of advert attached as APPENDIX 4. During this period, the only comment(s) received 
from the Stellenbosch Interest Group (“SIG”), copy attached as APPENDIX 5, which 
mainly related to ensure that the said by-law was aligned with the zoning categories 
and definitions as stipulated within the Stellenbosch Municipality Zoning Scheme  
By-law, 2019. Therefore, there were no significant amendments to the 2nd draft.    

It must be noted that currently, the Stellenbosch Municipality which is a  
world-renowned tourist destination, and also comprise of areas and buildings of high 
valued heritage and cultural significance, is currently plagued with signage boards, 
including billboards, posters and specifically 3rd party signage be placed all over the 
municipal area. In certain instances, the signage detracts from the high valued heritage 
and cultural significance that has made the Municipal Area sought after tourism 
destination, and also has resulted in infringements of the Road Safety Act, which has 
resulted in Council embarking on a process to develop and duly promulgate the 
required legislation to ensure that outdoor advertising is duly managed and regulated. 

6.2 Financial Implications 

The by-law once promulgated will ensure that the enforce of illegal outdoor signage 
can be addressed and will also result in an increase of revenue the scrutiny fee for 
signage applications. 

6.3 Legal Implications 

The recommendations in this report comply with Council’s policies and all applicable 
legislation.  

6.4 Staff Implications 

Currently, the positions to manage the administration of the signage applications are 
contained on the municipal organogram, and in certain instances the post are filled. It 
must also be noted that Council has a Law Enforcement Department, which is required 
to enforce municipal by-laws and policies. 

6.5 Previous / Relevant Council Resolutions:  

 24th Council Meeting: 2010-05-06: Item 7.13 

RESOLVED (nem con) 

(a) that the Draft Outdoor Advertising Signage By-law attached as APPENDIX 1, 
be approved and be promulgated in the Provincial Gazette; and 

(b) that the areas demarcated in schedule 1 and 2 of the attached By-law be 
approved as areas of maximum control for the Stellenbosch and Franschhoek 
nodes respectively. 
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6.6 Risk Implications  

 There are no risks associated with the approval of this item. 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: Final Draft By-law Relating to Outdoor Advertising and Signage 

Appendix 2: Admission of Guilt Fines 

Appendix 3: Proposed System of Delegations relating the Outdoor Advertising and 
Signage 

Appendix 4: Advertisement for Calling on Public Comment 

Appendix 5: Comments received from Stellenbosch Interest Group (“SIG”) during the  
2nd round of Public Participation 

 
 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 

NAME Craig Alexander Pr Pln 
POSITION Senior Manager: Development Planning 
DIRECTORATE Planning and Economic Development 
CONTACT NUMBERS 021 808 8196 
E-MAIL ADDRESS Craig.alexander@stellenbosch.gov.za  
REPORT DATE 05 May 2023 
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