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10.8 PLANNING AND LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM:  
(PC: CLLR T KUMM) 

 

10.8.2 REQUEST FOR THE APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF THE REVIEWED 
STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY EVENTS BY-LAW, 2026 

 

Collaborator No:  
IDP KPA Ref No: Good Governance and Compliance   
Meeting Date:   21 October 2026 
 
 
1. SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR THE APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF THE 

REVIEWED STELLENBOSCH MUNICIPALITY EVENTS BY-LAW, 2026  
 
2. PURPOSE 
 

To provide Council with the pertinent facts to consider the approval and adoption of 
the final draft of the reviewed Stellenbosch Municipality Events By-Law, 2026.  

 
3. DELEGATED AUTHORITY  

 
 Council 

 
4. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Stellenbosch Municipality Events By-Law was adopted and promulgated in  
June 2024. Following the promulgation, concerns arose from the Directorate: 
Community and Protection Services regarding the misinterpretation of certain 
provisions by members of the public. This necessitated a review to improve clarity and 
ensure that the By-Law is understood and applied as intended. The review process 
commenced during January 2025, and since then the reviewed By-Law has been 
advertised for public participation on three (3) occasions (29 January 2025, 30 July 
2025 and 29 July 2026). In addition, further revisions were made following 
benchmarking workshops between Stellenbosch Municipality and the City of Cape 
Town as well as engagements with local schools. Comments received during the most 
recent public participation process (PPP) are submitted to Council for consideration 
alongside the final draft By-Law.  
 
The reviewed 2026 Events By-Law aims to provide a clear, relevant and effective 
regulatory framework for events in the municipal area. It seeks to balance public safety, 
appropriate risk management and the efficient use of municipal resources with the 
economic, tourism cultural, sporting, academic and social benefits of events, including 
proportionate requirements for micro and community fitness events.  
 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

(a) that Council takes note of the final Draft Stellenbosch Municipality Events By-
Law which was advertised for a period of thirty (30) days and that copies of the 
proposed By-Law were placed at the venues as indicated in the advertisement, 
copy attached as Appendix 2 to this report; and  

 
b) that Council approves and adopts the final Draft Events By-Law, attached as 

Appendix 1.  
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6. DISCUSSION / CONTENTS 
 
6.1 Background 

 
Stellenbosch is widely recognised as a prominent tourism, cultural and academic hub 
within the Western Cape. The area attracts a wide range of activities including festivals, 
sporting events, cultural gatherings, markets, University Events and tourism-related 
functions. The increasing number and scale of events within the municipal area 
necessitate a clear and updated regulatory framework to guide event management.  
 
The Stellenbosch Municipality Events By-Law was approved by Council and 
promulgated in June 2024. Following the promulgation, it became apparent that certain 
provisions were being misinterpreted by members of the public. In order to address the 
misunderstanding, improve the clarity of the regulatory framework and ensure that the 
By-Law is applied consistently and proportionately, the Municipality initiated a review 
process in January 2025. Since the review commenced, the By-Law has been 
advertised for public participation on three (3) occasions (29 January 2025,  
30 July 2025 and 29 July 2026) allowing interested and affected parties repeated 
opportunities to provide input. The comments and stakeholder inputs received through 
these processes informed the amendments contained in the final draft submitted to 
Council for approval and adoption.  
 
A key objective of the updated Events By-Law is to ensure that events taking place 
within the municipal area are organised and managed in a manner that prioritises 
public and risk mitigation. Events, particularly large gatherings present potential risks 
relating to crowd management, traffic congestion, emergency response and public 
health considerations. An updated By-Law will provide clearer regulatory mechanisms 
requiring event organisers to submit appropriate safety, security, medical and traffic 
management plans prior to the approval of an event. This will enable the Municipality 
to assess potential risks and ensure that adequate measures are in place.  

 
Public Participation Process  
 
On 29 July 2026, Council resolved that the user Department re-advertises the reviewed 
Events By-Law for public comment due to the substantial amendments made following 
the previous PPP, benchmarking workshops with the City of Cape Town and further 
engagements with local schools.  
 
The advert was placed in the Eikestad News on 06 August 2026 and closed for public 
comments on 07 September 2026. The following comments were received:  

 
General Public  Response  
1. The Municipality must consider a  
      basic and simplified approval  
      process for small, low- 
      risk community events  
 
2. The appointment of an accredited  
      Waste Management Service  
      Provider for more than 500  
      attendees is unnecessary  
 
3. Comments in support of the draft by- 
    law and new inclusions were received  
    from the following participants:  
 

This has been considered in the 
reviewed By-Law.   
 
 
 
This is required to maintain reasonable 
environmental and public-health 
standards  
 
 
Noted  
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- Margie Jenkins;  
- Liz Senior;  
- Meike Bond;  
- Dirk Brockman; 
- Georg van Husen;  
- Ingrid Kemp;  
- Dawie Krige;  
- Lloyd Marshall; 
- Ina Marie Killian; 
- Friederike Bellstedt;  
- Simon Cornish;  
- Ronny van der Sluys;  
- Francois Grobler;   
- Errard Sullivan;  
- Johann Beytell;  
-  Frieda Schips;  
- Andries Geldenhuys;  
- Wendy Risi;  
- Edith Mandebvu;  
- Kiara Jansen van Vuuren;  
- Ann and Rob Campbell Atkins; 
- Peter Pedersen;  
- Joubert Barry;  
- Tessa West; and  
- Grant Schuleman   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Please ensure that all events are     
       hosted away from the centre of  
       town, as the layout of the town does  
       not make provision for congested  
       traffic and additional parking  
       requirements.   
 

Comment is noted  
 
 
 
 

Internal Departments 

Land Use Management  
 

Response  

1.     How is occasional filming dealt with?  
 

 Refer to Filming By-Law  
 
Amendment is incorporated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amendment is incorporated. 
 
 
 
 
Amendment has been incorporated  
 
 
 

2. Rephrase clause 6 as follows:  
      whether the proposed use of the  
      land is permitted in accordance with  
      the applicable zoning of the property  
      of a land use approval and any  
      requirements or conditions  
      applicable thereunder  
 
3.  Proposal: Amend parkrun event to  
      parkrun - type event - to ensure other  
      events not necessary called a  
     “parkrun” is also included  
 
4.  Amend as follows: A parkrun event is  
     defined as a low-risk, recurring, non- 
     competitive community-based  
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     physically activity event conducted in  
     an appropriately zoned public place 
 
5.  Reoccurring sporting events on public  
     land such as properties zoned Public  
     Road and Parking Zone (most roads),  
     Community Zone (Van De Stell  
     Sportsgrounds) and Public Open  
     Space (Jan Marais Park) is permitted  
     in terms of the Chapter 29 Zoning  
     Scheme By-law Overlay Zone 
 
     This however is not the case with  
     Agriculture and Rural Zone,  
     Education Zone, Private Open Space  
     Zone and Natural Environment Zone  
     properties. Land use approval is  
     required for reoccurring Parkruns on   
     the latter properties 
 
6. Liquor licence applications are also  
     circulated to LUM and in some cases  
     can only be supported if an events  
     permit is obtained. In our  
     understanding and opinion,  
     Municipal approval (irrespective of  
     the By-Law) should perhaps be a  
     prerequisite for the approval of a  
     liquor licence, rather than the other  
     way around. 
 
7. Amend as follows: In such instances,  
     the time frames for a very large event  
     and timeframes stipulated in the Land  
     Use Planning By-law will apply.  
 
8. Zoning confirmation is normally a  
     zoning certificate issued at a fee by  
     the LUM office. However, if prior  
     confirmation is required the  
     assumption is that an email or  
     screenshot from the zoning map will  
     suffice as the LUM office will also be  
     commenting on the application during  
     circulation.  
    
Landuse.Enquiries@stellenbosch.gov.za 
can be contacted for any general zoning 
enquiries. Requesting a zoning certificate 
for each application will be an 
unnecessary burden on the applicant and 
our office. 

 
 
 
Comment is noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment is noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment is noted.  
 
 
 
 
Comment is noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 (Please see comments attached as Appendix 3).   
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6.2 Discussion 
 

Events are established occurrences within the Cape Winelands and contribute 
significantly to the attractiveness of the Stellenbosch Municipal area as a tourism, 
cultural, sporting and academic destination. The hosting of events within the 
Stellenbosch Municipality stimulates local economic activity by attracting visitors who 
utilise accommodation establishments, restaurants, transport services, retail outlets 
and other local businesses. These activities support employment creation, investment 
and broader economic development within the municipal area.  
 
While events generate substantial economic and social benefits, they also place 
demands on municipal infrastructure and services, including traffic management, fire 
and rescue services, environmental health and law enforcement, waste management 
and public open spaces. An effective regulatory framework is therefore required to 
ensure that events are planned and managed responsibly, with due consideration for 
public safety, environmental sustainability and the efficient utilisation of municipal 
resources. The revised Events By-Law seeks to provide greater clarity regarding the 
respective roles and responsibilities of event organisers and the Municipality, thereby 
improving coordination, compliance and risk management.  
 
During the review process, the Municipality undertook extensive stakeholder 
engagements and public participation to ensure that the By-Law remains practical, 
relevant and responsive to the needs of the community. The final draft By-Law 
incorporates several amendments aimed at improving regulatory certainty while 
ensuring that appropriate safety and operational standards are maintained. 
Streamlined approvals were introduced for recurring low-risk fitness activities that do 
not present the same operational demands as larger commercial events. In addition, 
the Municipality has introduced a dedicated category for Micro (school sports events, 
particularly for public and rural schools) and Community Fitness Events. These 
amendments make provision for more proportionate regulatory framework by reducing 
unnecessary administrative requirements while maintaining appropriate oversight and 
compliance with the SASREA Act, 2010. 
 

6.3 Financial Implications 
 

None. The By-Law has been drafted using the resources within the Municipality.  
 
6.4 Legal Implications 
 

The recommendations in this report comply with Council’s policies and all applicable 
legislation.  

 
6.5 Staff Implications 

 
This report has no additional staff implications to the Municipality. 

 
6.6 Previous / Relevant Council Resolutions:  
 

28TH COUNCIL MEETING: 2025-01-29: ITEM 10.8.2  
 

RESOLVED (majority vote with 1 abstention)  
 

(a) that Council take note of the amendments to the Stellenbosch Municipality  
      Events By-Law promulgated on 24 June 2024, attached as APPENDIX 1   
      to this report;  
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(b) that Council approves that the Amended Stellenbosch Municipality Events  
      By-Law, be advertised for public comment for a period of thirty (30) days;  
      and 

 
(c) that the Item return to Council after the public participation process for  
      consideration 

 
 
          33RD COUNCIL MEETING: 2025-07-30: ITEM 10.8.2   

 
          RESOLVED (majority vote with 1 abstention) 

  
(a)  that Council takes note of the reviewed Stellenbosch Municipality Events By-

Law which was advertised for a period of twenty-one (21) working days and 
that copies of the proposed By-Law were placed at the venues as indicated in 
the advertisement, copy attached as Appendix 2 to this report;  

 
(b) that Council takes note that the reviewed Events By-Law incorporates 

significant changes based on public and internal inputs; and  
 
(c) that Council approves the re-advertisement of the reviewed Stellenbosch 

Municipality Event By-Law for public comment for a period of thirty (30) days, 
due to extensive amendments made following the initial round of public 
participation.  

 
42ND COUNCIL MEETING: 2026-07-29: ITEM 10.8.3 
 
RESOLVED (majority vote with 2 abstentions) 
 
(a)       that Council takes note that substantial amendments have been made to the 

reviewed Stellenbosch Municipality Events By-Law, 2026 following the 
previous public participation process, benchmarking workshops conducted with 
the City of Cape Town and further engagements with local schools; and 

 
(b) that Council approves the re-advertisement of the reviewed Stellenbosch 

Municipality Events By-Law, 2026 for a period of thirty (30) days due to the 
extensive amendments made following the previous public participation 
process.   

 
 
6.7 Risk Implications  
 
 The risks are addressed through the content of the report.  
 
APPENDICES 
Appendix 1: Final Draft Stellenbosch Municipality Events By-Law,2026.  
Appendix 2: Advertisement  
Appendix 3: Comments received during the Public Participation Process.  
 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 

NAME Joh-ne Jansen  
POSITION Senior Economic Development Officer 
DIRECTORATE Planning and Economic Development 
CONTACT NUMBERS 021 808 8144  
E-MAIL ADDRESS joh-ne.jansen@stellenbosch.gov.za  
REPORT DATE 12 October 2026 
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